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New Mexico Regulation and Licensing Department
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS DIVISION

New Mexico Board of Dental Health Care and
New Mexico Dental Hygienist Committee
Toney Anaya Building ▪ P.O. Box 25101 ▪ Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505

(505) 476-4680▪ Fax (505) 476-4545   ▪ www.rld.state.nm.us
_______________________________________________________________________________________

New Mexico Dental Hygienist Committee
REGULAR COMMITTEE MEETING

July 28, 2017
8:00 A.M.
Albuquerque, NM 
MEETING MINUTES 
1. CALL TO ORDER
At 8:05 a.m. The Committee Chair, Ms. Melissa Barbara, RDH, called the New Mexico Dental Hygienist Committee Meeting, July 28, 2017, meeting to order.
ROLL CALL
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Ermelinda Baca, RDH

Denise Teague-Myrick, RDH

Melissa Barbara, RDH

Paula Jenkins, RDH

Burrell Tucker, DDS

Jolynn Galvin, DDS
Sarah Thiel, RDH

MEMBERS ABSENT:             
OTHERS PRESENT: 

Lori Chavez, Assistant Attorney General

STAFF PRESENT:

Roberta Perea, Board Administrator




Vanessa Montoya, Compliance Liaison

Roll Call was taken by Roberta Perea and a quorum was determined present.
2.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Ms. Ermelinda Baca, RDH made a MOTION to approve the agenda as amended.  Ms. Sarah Thiel, RDH SECONDED the motion which was PASSED by UNANIMOUS APPROVAL.

3.
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES
April 7, 2017 DH Committee Regular Board Meeting Minutes
Ms. Paula Jenkins, RDH made a MOTION to approve the minutes of the April 7, 2017 DH Committee Regular Meeting as written. Ms. Jolynn Galvin, DDS SECONDED the motion which was PASSED by UNANIMOUS APPROVAL. 
4.
REPORTS
A. Chair’s Report – Ms. Melissa Barbara, RDH
Written Report (Attachment A)

B. Secretary’s Report – Ms. Melissa Barbara, RDH 
Ms. Melissa Barbara, RDH reported to the board that from March 16, 2017 thru July 7, 2017 the following licenses were issued:
30 Dental Hygiene licenses issued by Examination
  4 Dental Hygiene licenses issued by Credentials
  1 Dental Hygienists by Collaborative Practice

Ms. Ermelinda Baca, RDH made a MOTION to enter the Boards Secretaries report into record and to ratify the licensees. Ms. Paula Jenkins, RDH SECONDED the motion which was PASSED by UNANIMOUS APPROVAL.
C. HERB/WREB Report – Ms. Paula Jenkins, RDH


Written & Verbal Report (Attachment B)
D. CRDTS Report/Steering – Ms. Laura Moss, RDH / Sarah Thiel, RDH, Ms. Ermelinda Baca, RDH

Written & Verbal Report (Attachment C) & (Attachment D)
E. CDCA Report – Ms. Ermelinda Baca, RDH


Written & Verbal Report (Attachment E)
F. SRTA Report – Ms. Ermelinda Baca, RDH
Verbal Report 
G. CITA Report – Ms. Ermelinda Baca, RDH 
Verbal Report 
H. ADEX Report – Dr. Paul Balderamos, DDS
Verbal Report 
I. AADB Report  

Verbal Report 

J. NM Health Services – Dr. Devi Gajapathi 
No Report 
K. NMDHA Report – Ms. Cindy Vigil, RDH
Written Report (Attachment F)
L. UNM Report – Ms. Christine Nathe, RDH

No Report 
M. San Juan Report – Dr. Julis Manz, DDS
Written Report (Attachment G)
N. Dona Ana Community College – Mr. Elmer Gonzalez, RDH

Written Report (Attachment H)
O. PIMA Report – Ms. Melissa Plese, RDH
Written Report (Attachment I)
P. NM Department of Health  

Verbal Report 

Ms. Paula Jenkins, RDH made a MOTION to write a letter in support of the Albuquerque and Bernalillo Community Water Fluoridation. Dr. Jolynn Galvin, DDS SECONDED the motion.  Motion PASSED by UNANIMOUS APPROVAL.

Q. Ad Hoc Committees


No Report 
5.
NEW BUSINESS
a) Election of Secretary – Ms. Melissa Barbara, RDH
Ms. Ermelinda Baca, RDH made a MOTION to nominate Ms. Sarah Thiel, RDH Secretary of the NM Dental Hygienist Committee.  Ms. Paula Jenkins, RDH SECONDED the motion.  Motion PASSED by UNANIMOUS APPROVAL.

Ms. Ermelinda Baca, RDH made a MOTION to have the Vice Chair share the duty with the Secretary on  approving applications. Ms. Paula Jenkins, RDH SECONDED the motion.  Motion PASSED by UNANIMOUS APPROVAL.

b)   Appoint Dental Hygiene Committee Member to WREB – Ms. Melissa Barbara, RDH
Ms. Sarah Thiel, RDH made a MOTION to appoint Ms. Denise Myrick, RDH as a WREB Examiner.  Dr. Burrell Tucker, DDS SECONDED the motion.  Motion PASSED by UNANIMOUS APPROVAL.

c)   Discussion on Proposed Rules – Ms. Ermelinda Baca, RDH 
16.5.28
Ms. Ermelinda Baca, RDH made a MOTION to refer this rule back to the rules committee for re-wording and then on to a rules hearing.  Ms. Paula Jenkins, RDH SECONDED the motion.  Motion PASSED by UNANIMOUS APPROVAL.

16.5.16

Ms. Ermelinda Baca, RDH made a MOTION to move forward to a rule hearing.  Ms. Paula Jenkins, RDH SECONDED the motion.  Motion PASSED by UNANIMOUS APPROVAL.

d)   Open Meeting Resolution – Ms. Lori Chavez 

Ms. Ermelinda Baca, RDH made a MOTION to approve the open meeting resolution as written.  Ms. Paula Jenkins, RDH SECONDED the motion.  Motion PASSED by UNANIMOUS APPROVAL.

e)   CRDTS Written Local Anesthesia Exam – Ms. Melissa Barbara, RDH 

Dr. Jolynn Galvin, DDS made a MOTION to approve both the written & clinical CRDTS local anesthesia exam.  Ms. Denise Myrick, RDH SECONDED the motion.  Motion PASSED by UNANIMOUS APPROVAL.

f)   Changes to Hygiene Board Examinations 2018 – Ms. Melissa Barbara, RDH – FYI Only
6.
OLD BUSINESS
Confirm Future Meeting Dates and Locations

October Committee Meeting – October 13, 2017 Santa Fe

February Committee Meeting – February 2, 2018, Santa Fe
7.
Public Comment – None
8. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Ms. Ermelinda Baca, RDH moved that the New Mexico Dental Hygiene Committee close this meeting in order to enter into Executive Session to discuss the items listed in the agenda.  Pursuant to Sections 10-15-1.H (1) and (7) of the Open Meetings Act authorizing closed sessions for matters related to issuance, suspension, renewal, revocation of a license.  Ms. Sarah Thiel, RDH SECONDED the motion.  Motion PASSED by UNANIMOUS APPROVAL.



Roll Call Vote:




Ermelinda Baca, RDH

Denise Teague-Myrick, RDH

Paula Jenkins, RDH

Burrell Tucker, DDS

Jolynn Galvin, DDS

Melissa Barbara, RDH 

Sarah Thiel, RDH 

The motion is approved by a unanimous approval.  Let the record show that at 10:35a.m. the Board entered into closed session and the recorder has been turned off. 

Back in Open Session
Let the record show that the recorder is back on.  The New Mexico Board Dental Hygiene Committee is back in open session.  The time is 11:35a.m.  Pursuant to 10-15-1 H 1, 3 & 7  of the Open Meetings Act the matters discussed in the closed meeting were limited only to the items listed in the motion.
a) Requests for Retirement Status
Ms. Sarah Thiel, RDH made a MOTION to approve all names listed on the agenda for requests for retirement status.  Ms. Ermelinda Baca, RDH SECONDED  Motion PASSED by UNANIMOUS APPROVAL

b) Requests for Inactive Status

Ms. Sarah Thiel, RDH made a MOTION to approve all names listed on the agenda for requests for inactive status.  Ms. Ermelinda Baca, RDH SECONDED the motion.  Motion PASSED by UNANIMOUS APPROVAL

c) Applications for Review

D-17-16-APP
Ms. Sarah Thiel, RDH made a MOTION to deem this application incomplete pursuant to 16.5.28.9(B)2 of the NM Board of Dental Health Care Rules. Ms. Ermelinda Baca, RDH SECONDED the motion.  Motion PASSED by UNANIMOUS APPROVAL

D-17-17-APP
Ms. Sarah Thiel, RDH made a MOTION to approve this application. Ms. Ermelinda Baca, RDH SECONDED the motion.  Motion PASSED by UNANIMOUS APPROVAL

D-17-18-APP
Ms. Sarah Thiel, RDH made a MOTION to approve this application. Ms. Ermelinda Baca, RDH SECONDED the motion.  Motion PASSED by UNANIMOUS APPROVAL

D-17-39-APP
Ms. Sarah Thiel, RDH made a MOTION to approve the applications with a stipulation on the license. Ms. Ermelinda Baca, RDH SECONDED the motion.  Motion PASSED by UNANIMOUS APPROVAL

9. BOARD ACTION ON MATTERS DISCUSSED IN EXECUTIVE SESSION
10. ADJOURNMENT

There being no other business to come before the Committee, Ms. Sarah Thiel, RDH made a MOTION at 11:37a.m. /p.m. to adjourn the Dental Hygiene Committee meeting.  Ms. Paula Jenkins, RDH SECONDED the motion.  Motion PASSED by UNANIMOUS APPROVAL.
Approved by:     [image: image3.png]


                   10/13/17


Melissa Barbara, RDH Chair
      
               
Date
(ATTACHMENT A)

Chair Report

New Mexico Board of Dental Health Care Dental Hygienist Committee meeting

July 28th 2017

Melissa A Barbara RDH, MS

From April 7-July 10th

WREB Hygiene Committee Meetings: Phone meetings held: April 10th , April 26th, July 17th
Working on the 2018 dental hygiene exam.  Implementing the changes as voted on by the HERB committee during their May meeting. Working on new language for the Candidate manual and examiner manual. Improve calibration between examiners. There always discussion on how WREB can become a more candidate friendly exam while still keeping true to its standards and psychometric evaluations. 
Dental Hygiene Exams:

WREB


4-20 thru 4-24 
Oklahoma City  
6-22- thru 6-24 
Lakewood, Washington
CRDTS (first exam season participating with them)

4-27 thru 4-30 
Lincoln Nebraska   
5-4 thru 5-6 
Amarillo Texas 

5-18 thru 5-21 
Overland Park Kansas

6/21 Change to Newsletter: To inform the public, the Dental Hygienists Committee newsletter on the website was changed to reflect the Committee’s decision at our last board meeting regarding acceptance of additional exams for local anesthesia certification. The newsletter states that an applicant for initial certification for local anesthesia by curriculum can now submit test results from the CDCA written local anesthesia exam in addition to the WREB written exam. 
6/30 Letter to Dental Hygiene Programs: I drafted and had Roberta submit a letter to the dental hygiene programs in New Mexico requesting the program directors submit additional information regarding local anesthesia in their next school report to the Board.  I specifically asked if they could inform us how many of their students took a local anesthesia exam, which exam they took, if they took the written portion only or both written and clinical portions as well as pass/fail rate. 

6/22 Reappointment letter: I received a reappointment letter from Governor for my second term, which expires on July 1, 2019

6/7 Resignation letter: I received from Secretary, Denise Myrick Teaque, a letter of resignation as secretary for the Committee. The position is now vacant.

6/7 thru Current Approving licenses: Vice Chair, Ermalinda Bacca, and I have been sharing the duty of the approval of licenses for RDH’s and LA 

7/13-14 CODA site visit: Served as State Board representative for CODA accreditation site visit for the Dental Assisting program at CNM in Albuquerque, NM

(ATTACHMENT B)

HERB Meeting June 24, 2017

 By: Paula Jenkins

Brief Dental update:

   All dental boards are encouraged to write a letter to the ADA refuting the non-patient based dental exams.

   An optional prosths exam is now being offered by WREB.

   Dentists can also opt out of the perio portion of the exam if they choose.

   Next year, 2018, dental candidates can do same site retakes on the section they fail 

   WREB is going to observe CRDTS as the want to work together along with SERTA to improve communications and    they may try to do a joint practice analysis to show what entry level dentists are doing.

There are now 41 states accepting WREB. Mississippi and Minnesota joined while Arkansas and Alabama

have indicated they will join. Al, Id, Az and Wa require the anesthesia written and clinical exams with WREB.

Now that WREB has almost instant results on exam scores for hygienists and dentists, Texas is issuing a letter

to indicate the candidate has passed and is allowing those who ask and rec’ that letter to go to work before they

have their license in hand. 

94% of all DH retakes are on site.

New to WREB

     Pre-exam hygiene webinars with faculty and students have proven to be extremely successful and beneficial.       Questions on the candidate instructions and booklet are clarified if needed. This live interaction will soon be available for anesthesia and restorative.

    These webinars will be further developed to eliminate a lot of the candidate orientation.

    Several changes are being discussed and will be reported on as soon as they take place. 

2018 xray changes

   No penalty for non diagnositc xrays and examiners will not grade xrays

   Correct xrays must be present and dated correctly for pt to be accepted at check in

   Candidate can still get penalized when perio is graded if xrays do not show required criteria

Sitting Chair

   Invited to the WREB training each year. Next year is Feb 9-10, 2018.
(ATTACHMENT C)

July 6, 2017

To:  New Mexico Dental Hygiene Committee/New Mexico Board of Dental Healthcare

From: Laura L. Moss, RDH, BS

Dear Committee/Board,

I wanted to take this time to thank you for allowing me to represent New Mexico on the Central Regional Dental Testing Service-Hygiene Review Committee (CRDTS-HERC) for the past five years.  This has been a truly rewarding experience.  During the past five years the HERC has worked to ensure candidates are given the best possible exam.  During this time I have also served on the Exam Development Committee with CRDTS and continue to serve as a dental hygiene examiner.

I would encourage other committee and board members to remain active in the regional exam testing agencies as it is a rewarding experience.   I know the committee and/or board member who replaces me on the CRDTS-ERC committee will have just as a rewarding experience as I have had.  

Thank you again for the opportunity to serve in this capacity.

Laura L. Moss, RDH, BS

(ATTACHMENT D)

CRDTS REPORT

SUBMITTED BY ERMELINDA BACA, RDH

DENTAL HYGIENISTS COMMITTEE, VICE CHAIR

July 28, 2018

I attended the CRDTS Steering Committee meeting on June 10, 2017.   Following are the highlights of the meeting:

· Concerns about the ADA’s non-patient based exam were discussed.  Concerns about the potential monopoly of the dental profession.

· Discussed the addition of another posterior restorative option to the dental exam-a slot preparation/restoration.

· The CRDTS Annual meeting and Workshop will be held on August 25-26, 2017 In Kansas City, MO.  Key note speaker will be William J. Nelson, DDS.  His topic will be “Assessment of Competency: Utilization of Educational Benchmarks:  Examination changes for 2018 will be announced as well as examiner profiles.

· The next Steering Committee meeting will be held in conjunction with the Annual Workshop.
(ATTACHMENT E)

CDCA REPORT

SUBMITTED BY ERMELINDA BACA, RDH

NEW MEXICO DENTAL HYGIENIESTS COMMITTEE: VICE CHAIR

JULY 28, 2017

I attended the CDCA mid-year steering committee meeting on July 12, 2017. Following are the highlights of that meeting:

· The legal duties and the duty of care of the CDCA Steering Committee members were reviewed.

· State of the CDCA- There is a changing landscape on the pathway to licensure.

Arizona and Minnesota are new member jurisdictions.  Adex is now accepted in Arkansas and California.  California will accept after certification review is complete.  New exam sites include California, South Carolina and Texas.

· There will be a 14% honorarium increase for examiners in 2018.

· The position of Dental Hygiene Chief can now be held by a dental hygienist.

· Concerns on the ADA’s development of a non-patient based exam were discussed.  Only Colorado and Minnesota accept the OSCE at this time.  Concerns were discussed about talking points sent o ADA constituent societies to lobby state legislatures to accept the OSCE.  Possible conflict of interest in even developing an exam and spending funds for exam development.

· CDCA annual meeting will be held in Orlando, Florida on January 11-13, 2018 in Orlando, Fl.

· The use of the new topical anesthetic, Kovanase, will not be allowed in the Dental Hygiene clinical examination.

(ATTACHMENT F)
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Report to the NM Board of Dental Healthcare and Dental Hygienists’ Committee
July 28, 2017

Since April 7, 2017 BDHC/DHC meeting:

· Worked with Rudy Blea (Office of Oral Health) in presenting a “Welcome to NM” to the AACDP at the Albuquerque Convention Center. (April 23, 2017)

· Attended the Primary Care Association meeting and had representation at the NM Oral Health Coalition meeting. (April 28, 2017)

· Attended and spoke at SJCC’s dental hygiene pinning ceremony. (May12, 2017)

· NMHDA members participated in Special Olympics. (May 20,2017)

· NMDHA had delegate representation at the ADHA Conference in Jacksonville, Florida (June 2017).

· NMDHA is actively advocating within the community for water fluoridation for the Albuquerque area and has sent a written statement of support. NMDHA has asked ADHA to write a similar letter of support.

Respectfully submitted,

Cindy Vigil RDH BS NMDHA President cindyvigil@aol..com
(ATTACHMENT G)

Report of the San Juan College Dental Hygiene Program to the New Mexico Board of Dental Health Care.

July 28, 2017
Dr. Julius N. Manz – Director

San Juan College Dental Programs

4601 College Blvd

Farmington, NM 87402

Phone: 505-566-3018, e-mail: manzj@sanjuancollege.edu

Faculty and Staff:

Full Time:

Julius N. Manz DDS – Director

Sherry Paxson, RDH – First Year Clinic Coordinator

Elizabeth Onik – Second Year Clinical Coordinator

Ruby Woodard – Program Administrative Assistant

Georgia Cotie – Clinical Manager

Dalene Meek – Clinic Administrative Assistant

Adjunct:

Bruce Volkerding, DDS

Dennis Miller, DMD

Phil Dunn, DDS

Jennifer Thompson, DDS

Kathy Jo Golden-Meyers, RDH

Brittany Nichols, RDH 

Brad Moon, RN/CRNA 

Julie Perea, RDH

Allison Cahoon, RDH

Advisory Council:

Dr. Chuck Schumacher

Dr. Ronald Johnson

Dr. Gene Hilton

Amy Davis, RDH

Linda Parks, RDH 

Michelle Tensay, Public member

Kyler Garrison, Dental Hygiene Student Senior Class

Accreditation:

The San Juan College Dental Hygiene Program is fully accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation.  The Programs successfully completed its Accreditation site visit on 6/7/2017.

Staffing Changes

None
National Boards: 

100% of the class of 2017 have taken and passed the NBDHE.

WREB Local Anesthesia Boards

· Number of students who took a local anesthesia board exam - 12

· Which anesthesia board exam was taken - WREB

· Number of students that took only a written portion - 6

· Number of students that took both written and clinical portion - 6

· Number of pass/fail.  – 12 pass/0 fail

Clinical Boards

10 of 12 in the class of 2017 have taken and passed their clinical boards

2 are scheduled to take their boards 7/14/17

One student took the WREB clinical exam, 11 took the CRDTS clinical exam.

Graduates

The Program is scheduled to graduate 12 students on May 13, 2017

Applications:

The Program has 12 students in the class of 2017.

The Program has 12 students for the class of 2018

Facilities

NSC

Civic/Community Activities

The Program participated in the GKAS event Feb 3, 2017:

Nursing home – Senior student rotation to provide preventive dental care to residents of Life Care 


nursing home.

School Educational Programs – Senior student rotation providing oral health education to area schools

 (elementary to high school)

Head Start assessments, education and fluoride program

IHS Sealant Program

Special Needs Clinic

The Program plans to participate in the MOM event in Sept 2017 with the Senior class and 4 faculty members.

Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Julius N. Manz, Director

(ATTACHMENT H)

Report to the New Mexico Board of Dental Health Care and Dental Hygienists’ Committee
July 5, 2017
Honorable Board and Committee Members,
The NMSU/Doña Ana Community College, graduated 12/12 students May 12, 2017. All the students, class of 2017, successfully took and passed their WREB Local Anesthesia Written and Clinical examinations. This cohort consisted of 11 females and 1 male student.
Cohort class of 2018, currently has 12 female students. Cohort class of 2018 started the program with a new re-designed curriculum post-CODA site visit February 2016. As part of the new curriculum, the Local Anesthesia course “Pain and Anxiety Management” was placed earlier in the program sequence and broken down into two separate courses that are tied together. Instead of teaching the course   during the fall semester; this year, the course is being taught during the summer one session as DHYG 218 Pain and Anxiety Management Theory (30 hours) and summer two session is DHYG 219 Pain and Anxiety Management Clinical Portion (44hours) including nitrous monitoring and administration.
DHYG 218 is a pre-requisite for DHYG 219. If a student does not successfully complete DHYG 218 with a 75% or better in addition to passing the final exam with a 75% or better, the student will not be able to enroll in DHYG 219 and therefore, will not be authorized to administer local anesthesia to patients or take the WREB written exam until remediation is completed. Since the course is one semester earlier in the curriculum, this will allow students to practice injections as part of their patient care needs for two full semester before graduation. Students will complete clinical skill evaluations on some injections during the last two semesters after successful completion of the Pain and Anxiety Management theory and clinical course. Some other changes in the curriculum coming up for class of 2018 and thereafter are the introduction of a medical/dental emergencies course and a research methods course.
The Program is planning its first international trip to India December 29th, 2017 to January 13, 2018. The goal for this endeavor is to provide not only community service to children in need, but also to provide students with experiential learning opportunities and inter-professional exposure.
The NMSU/DACC Dental Hygiene and Dental Assisting program are working closely together to enhance student opportunities and clinical practice for both Dental Hygiene and Dental Assisting students. With the assistance of Carl Perkins, both program have been able to benefit from state of the
art equipment to enhance teaching and learning opportunities for students in both programs. This type of assistance has been instrumental in allowing faculty to prepare students to enter the workforce with skills and tools necessary to face evolving technology and market needs.
The program has selected the incoming cohort for class of 2019. This cohort consists of 11 females and 1 male student. Last but not least, the program currently has 3 full time faculty members, 2 full time staff, and between 15-20 part-time instructors depending on the semester. The program continues to look for growth opportunities and innovative ways to impact student teaching and learning.
Respectfully Submitted,
Elmer Gonzales 

(Attachment I)

Pima Medical Institute

Dental Hygiene Program

Report to the New Mexico Board of Dental Health Care & Dental Hygiene Committee

Current Demographics of Cohorts: The current census of the two cohorts enrolled in the Dental Hygiene Program reflects the following statistics:
There are currently 44 active students enrolled in the program. Cohort 6 has 21 students and Cohort 7 has 23 students.
37.5 are between the ages of 18-24, 33.8% are between the ages of 25-29, 28.7% are between the ages of 30-39.
The student population is 84% female and 16% male.
There are students of diverse ethnic background in the Dental Hygiene Program: Hispanic-42.5%; Caucasian-33.8%; Two or more races-8.8%; American lndiain-8.8%; Asian-2.5%; Black or African American-1.2% and 2.5% report unknown race or ethnicity.
Faculty and Staff:  The Program has four (4) full-time faculty; eleven (11) part-time faculty and 3.5 clinical support staff.
Graduating Class of 2017/Cohort 5:
The Program graduated 21 students from our fifth cohort on March 10, 2017.
Examination Participation/Pass Rate for Class of 2017/Cohort 5
· National Board of Dental Hygiene Examination Participation/Pass Rate =21/21 (100%)
· WREB Local Anesthesia Written Examination Participation/Pass Rate = 20*/20 (100%)
*Onegraduate moved to California which requires state course/examination and therefore graduate opted to not sit for WREB written exam.
· WREB Local Anesthesia Clinical Examination Participation/Pass Rate 20*/19 (95%)
One graduate was unsuccessful on 1st attempt on clinical exam and opted not to retake the exam as it is no longer required in New M exico.
*Onegraduate moved to California which requires state course/examination and therefore graduate opted to not sit for WREB clinical exam.
· CRDTS or Other Clinical Exam Participation/Pass Rate = 21/21 (100%}
Employment  Rates:

The Program is in the process of tracking employment rates for our most recent graduating cohort. To date it is known that the following 2017 graduates intend to or are practicing in the following areas:
· Albuquerque/Rio Rancho: Eleven (11)
· Surrounding areas in New Mexico: One (1) Grants, NM; One (1) Taos, NM
· Colorado: Two (2)
· Texas: One (1)
· Nevada: One (1)
· California: One (1)
· Alabama: One (1)
· Tennessee: One (1)
· Florida: One (1)
Community/Professional Activities:
Pima's Annual Dental Hygiene Poster Session was held on February 10, 2017. The event was well attended by peer dental professionals.
In honor of National Children's Dental Health Month, the program hosted our annual Sealant Day on Monday, February 20, 2017.  Our students provided 216 complimentary sealants to the public.
Students and faculty participated in the annual Special Olympics, Special Smiles (5055) event on May 20, 2017. Pima Medical lnstitute's, Albuquerque Dental Hygiene Clinical Director, Lisa Esparza, RDH, MS has been coordinating the SOSS event in New Mexico for the past twenty years. Mrs. Esparza has recruited multiple dental agencies, organizations, dental providers, dental hygiene faculty members and students throughout the years to ensure the event is successful.
This year Pima Medical Institute participated by having 6 dental hygiene faculty, 36 dental hygiene students, and approximately 9 dental hygiene alumni volunteer for New Mexico's annual Special Olympics, Special Smiles event. Students provided oral hygiene education and assisted registered dental hygienists and dentists in collecting oral health data, for a total of 223 screening that were completed at this year's event.
In the upcoming months the program plans on supporting the New Mexico Mission of Mercy by having students and faculty members volunteer for the event. The Program will also be hosting our annual Tooth Fairy SK & Fun Run on October 14, 2017 in which a portion of the proceeds are donated to the American's ToothFairy National Children's Oral Health Foundation®
Regulatory Affairs:
The Program's formal programmatic accreditation status of the program remains unchanged and the Program is in good standing with both our programmatic accrediting body, the Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA); as well as our institutional accrediting body, the Accrediting Bureau of Health Education Schools (ABHES).

In closing,Pima Medical lnstitute's Albuquerque Dental Hygiene Program continues to strive for excellence as we develop and train professional and competent dental hygienists.
Respectfully Submitted,
Dental Hygiene Program Director
Pima Medical Institute- Albuquerque Campus 4400 Cutler Avenue, NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110 mplese@pmi.edu
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